 Sustainability: International Travel Questions Template
For Production Companies working with an international fixer, production services company or managing the logistics themselves. 
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Channel 4 | International Travel – Sustainability Considerations

Sustainability Considerations for International Travel

We want to deliver an exciting [type of show] that achieves our editorial ambition in the most eco-friendly and sustainable manner as possible.   
We want to collaborate with [service company/fixer] to use the most green and sustainable options when shooting in [location]. Local knowledge and experience will support [production company] and Channel 4 to make better choices around sustainable transport, accommodation, power, waste, sustenance and consumables – as well as connecting with local talent and crew members. We are also eager to explore opportunities where we can leave a legacy and have a positive impact on the local community.  
Travel
What is the availability of local crew and equipment? Eg How busy the country is in terms of productions?  NB Need to decide: What are the roles they’re prepared to take locally. What are the non- negotiables? Appreciate creative and logistics are at play here) 
What vehicle types are available locally? (From facility vehicles to moving the cast and crew around)  
Can we consider booking/looking at alternative routes if there’s an option to reduce emissions?  
Can we consider limiting number of journeys or using different transport methods where appropriate?  
Energy
What is the energy infrastructure like? Power from the grid is always preferable. Eg In 2025, X% of [location] energy came from renewables. 
Is the main location on renewable energy? (Would be great for “on screen sustainability” if they had solar panels or any other home decarbonisation aspect) 
Will they seek out alternatives to traditional generators? What is the availability, practicality (and cost implications) to use solar, battery or hybrid options? 
If traditional generators are the only option, will they be sourced locally? Can you use Certified HVO (biodiesel)?  What is the availability and cost implication? Please record litres of fuel per generator.  
How are you estimating power requirements to avoid using oversized generators? (Downsizing generator can save on fuel, Carbon emissions and costs)  
· Can we size lighting generator for most lighting scenarios and provide additional power where necessary? (rather than provide oversized generator for majority of shoot)  
· Can we prioritise most efficient (LED) Lighting package appropriate to reduce energy demand?  
· Can we provide power monitoring on lighting generator and record usage (telematics / manual reading)? (Record kWh of each main generator to demonstrate power efficiency rating)
· Can we use supplementary batteries to main power source (ie 5kWh) where appropriate, for low lighting demands, video village or camera battery charging etc, to allow generator to be switch off when demand is very low 
NB Would be great if they could share power monitoring data with production to understand predicted power consumption versus actual power consumption – this is to support industry transition towards smaller, decarbonised mobile power solutions.  
Accommodation  
Will you be able to see sustainability policies from accommodation providers? (mostly in connection to renewable energy) and make choices based on their pledges? 
Can you prioritise accommodation close to filming locations to minimise transport? 
Catering   
What catering company are you using? Does the catering company have their own sustainability policy? And green memo they can share? What are the policies on food packaging and food waste?  
Will water filters be used? If not, will they supply large water containers so water can be decanted into reuseable bottles? 
Will single use plastic be restricted? (please do not purchase small plastic bottles)   
Will they eliminate beef/ plan for meat free days and source locally as much as possible?  
Materials & Waste     
How will you implement a “leave no trace” policy? 
Do you have a zero to landfill (ZTLF) policy?  
How can we dispose of our waste responsibly? (Eg recycling, repurposing, donating, composting or –when no other option is possible - incinerating with energy capture) 
How will we ensure that there is no damage to local wildlife and ecosystems? eg all shooting locations should be left clear  
Consumables     
What’s the policy on consumables? (They should be sourced locally, eco conscious options should be explored, limit on single use purchases) 
Will reusable, recyclable or compostable products be supplied?  
Will building materials be sustainably sourced – both logistically and the materials themselves? Eg water based paint, recycled materials?  
Will there be reusable mugs, water bottles etc?  
Legacy  
What is in place already? Ie do they already have partnerships in place?  
How can we collaborate with local communities? 
Can items left behind after filming be donated? Think about power, set materials, food and water etc. 
Can [Name of show] teams supply donations of items needed by local clinics or schools? 
Biodiversity  
Are there any specific regulations, laws or restrictions regarding filming in or near protected habitats or areas of ecological significance? 
What steps should we take to assess and minimise our production’s impact on local ecosystems, flora, and fauna? 
Are permits required for filming in natural areas, and do they include guidelines for biodiversity protection or restoration? 
Can you recommend any local ecologists, conservation groups, or biodiversity experts with specific knowledge of this terrain to advise on sustainable practices during production? 
Are there any local biodiversity initiatives (eg habitat restoration, wildlife corridors, urban greening projects, or community conservation efforts) that we could feature or support as part of the production? 
Can you suggest filming locations that highlight local biodiversity, protect wildlife, and ensure minimal disruption to the surrounding ecosystem? 
Are there any recommended precautions we should take to avoid disturbing local wildlife during our shoot (e.g., nesting birds, migratory species)? 
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